
Planning your historical investigation 
1. Start by identifying a general area of interest. 

2. Narrow it down to a specific question or area of investigation. 

3. Choose a working title that may be changed or refined at a later stage. 

4. Make sure sufficient resources can be obtained for the planned investigation. 

5. Complete section A, the plan, and evaluate the suitability of the research area. 

6. Read widely around the area of study and note down resources used. 

7. Review the research question and refine it if necessary. 

8. Take notes from resources, gathering evidence and diverse opinions.  

9. Ensure accurate use of referencing. 

10. Sort evidence thematically or chronologically. 

11. Choose two suitable sources to evaluate in section C. 

12. Review your analysis. Check for differing viewpoints where appropriate. 

13. Write the investigation, according to IB guidelines. 

 


